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My name is Claire Robinson and I’m a Professor of Communication Design at Massey 
University. I have a PhD in political advertising and recently published this book on the 
history of New Zealand political advertising. 
 
I will take my written submission as read.  
 
This afternoon I want to specifically address the concerns raised in Labour’s submission 
about: 

• the linking together of specific extracts from one or multiple speeches to give 
the appearance that all of the extracts were delivered consecutively in one 
speech  

• and the addition of music or additional commentary over the top of the 
extract  

Labour claims these make the treatment misleading, and Labour is asking that they not 
be allowed. 
 
I will be brief in my response. 
 
Without question, at the time the rules were first set noone could have foreseen that 
technology would lead us to the place we are at today, where political parties use edited 
and mashed up clips of members speaking, overlaid with text and music, to create attack 
advertisements for circulation on social media. 
 
That notwithstanding, all political parties have happily overlaid text critique and music 
over other forms of edited film and video clips since the time television became the 
dominant channel for political advertising in 1969.  
 
Over subsequent years, and with the introduction of each new channel and form of 
communication from film and print, to radio, television and now the internet, New 
Zealand political parties have adapted their messages to suit the technologies of the time 
and the consumption habits of their audiences. 
 
These are well documented in my book. 
 
In the case of social media, the new forms of communication in popular usage today are 
short, funny, catchy, attention grabbing, still and moving images or memes designed for 
sharing widely, quickly and virally.  
 
These forms of communication are particularly popular with younger people. 
 



For Labour to single out three contemporary social media production techniques — that 
is, video mashup, text overlay and music — and ask for them to be disallowed, singles 
Labour out as a dinosaur when it comes to the latest forms of political communication. 
 
Labour may not like the way it is being attacked by National at the moment.  
 
Labour may cry foul over National’s interpretation of member’s statements made in the 
House, and Labour may consider itself “above” that form of attack.  
 
But this is insufficient reason to revise the Standing Orders simply to suit Labour.  
 
Labour is also being dangerously undemocratic in seeking to censor the ways political 
parties can critique each other’s statements and ideas and communicate with their 
voters. 
 
Moreover, production techniques change all the time with audience taste; and I’m pretty 
confident that the public does not want the Standing Orders Committee coming together 
to rule on the acceptability of each new production technique as forms and channels of 
communication change over time. 
 
In my submission I have recommended that 3. Televised footage may be edited for length 
for use in news coverage and party political advertising and critique, but it may not be 
otherwise altered.  
 
I want to make it clear to the Committee that in writing the words “otherwise altered”, I do 
not mean that music and text cannot be overlaid. I am all for the addition of forms of critique 
on top of video footage. 
 
When I use the term altered I am referring to digital photo manipulation and retouching 
that changes the physical appearance of people.  
 
There is good reason to continue to prohibit these, on the grounds that altering footage 
of a member’s appearance without permission, is a violation of their personal privacy. 
 
My recommendation could be tightened further to state that: 
Televised footage may be edited for length for use in news coverage and party political 
advertising and critique, but the physical appearance of members may not be altered. 
 
I have to admit to being embarrassed for New Zealand politics that we should be having 
this discussion in 2019.  
 
With youth voter turnout declining election on election, we should be looking at ways of 
opening up channels and forms of political communication that speak to young voters, 
not looking for ways of shutting them down. 
 
Thanks for the opportunity to address you this afternoon. Nga mihi nui, kia koutou 


